The Complexity of Kanji in Official Badge Art

Even for Japanese Fans, the Kanji used for character names in Official Badge Art
can be quite difficult to understand. Curious why? Let me explain.

Kanji, derived from ancient Chinese pictographs, BTW, if you pass through a Torii gate, it is not a Buddhist

visually convey rich meaning in a single character. temple, but a Shinto shrine, an ancient Japa
Around 0-500 AD. R\

Moon '
D —_ H Ancient Chinese

Dynasties

Mountain

N o to Japan along with
Around 1500-1200 BCE. Hanzi > Kaniji Buddhism.

Means the '"Name'

by itself. these characters in elementary school

g In the present day, Japanese kids learn
during 9 years of compulsory education.

46

Basic

L6

Basic

j( . ,qal®
s P ] e R
,“A Daimvo EYR
LI e b

Meisho Namae piph@
(Famous Commander) (Name)

One Kaniji has multiple readings.

nese belief.

/J - ” J W wnat? KANJI
Y A= anji were introduce i i |
( )—> '_I_l 7%$ 7%$ J is evolving!

a Buddhist monks created Katakana for scriptures,
ot (B2 2130 [ &

while Hiragana was used for informal writing.

Loanwords and foreign personal names are generally written in Katakana. The Official Badge Art's Kanji representation assigns
Kanji characters that are phonetically similar to the Katakana notation of the character and evoke related meanings.

Means 'Fall' or ‘Morally degenerate’
and has adopted the reading of 'Da’.

Means 'Flow' and has adopted
the reading of 'Ru’.

Means 'Run Fast' or 'Galloping' and

‘Aku’
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Means 'Closed Eyes' and is
creatively read as 'Bei'.
Generally read as 'Mei'

Means 'the World' or ‘Boundary’ and
has adopted the reading of “Kai”.

Means 'Infinite Space' and has
adopted the reading of 'Wu'.
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Means 'Chain' has adopted
the reading of 'Sa’.
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Means 'Pair' and has adopted Means 'Dog' has adopted @
the reading of 'Sou'. the reading of 'Inu’'.

Means 'Splendor’ or 'Flowers' has
adopted the reading of 'Ka'.
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Means 'Many' has adopted
the reading of 'Ta". Means 'Pity’ has
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of 'Ren'.
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Means 'Great’ or 'Big’

Means 'Knight'
NIl

An idiom meaning 'Great Knight' and reads 'Dai Kishi'

Means 'Brocade’ has
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adopted the reading of 'Kin'.

Means 'Master' or 'Ruler' and
has adopted the reading of 'Su’'.

Means 'the World' or '‘Boundary' and
has adopted the reading of “Kai”.

Means 'Important’ or 'Core' and
has adopted the reading of 'Yo'.
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Means 'Infinite Space' and has

adopted the reading of 'Wu'. Means 'Lonely’ and has

adopted the reading of '‘Da’.

Means 'Hill' and has adopted Used in the aesthetic sense of
the reading of 'Oka". ‘wabi' in 'wabi-sabi'".
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Generally read as 'Rei' or 'Uruwashii'

Means 'Elegant’ has adopted

Means 'Pattern’ or 'Family Crests' the reading of 'Re".

has adopted the reading of 'Mon’.
Means 'Clothes' has adopted
the reading of 'I'.
Means 'Mother' has adopted
the reading of 'Mo'. Means 'Secondary’ and has
adopted the reading of 'A'.
Means 'Master’ or 'Ruler’
and has adopted the
reading of 'Su’.
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Means 'Hemp' has adopted
the reading of 'Ma’'.
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Mon Mothma Princess Leia

Means 'Bad’ or 'Evil’' and has

Means 'Strange’ or 'Mysterious'
has adopted the reading of 'Kai'.

adopted the reading of 'A'.

Means 'Expose’ or 'Dew' has
adopted the reading of 'Ro'".

Means 'Spoon' has adopted
the reading of 'Saji".

The modern Japanese say spoon.

Means 'To Train'
has adopted the
reading of 'Ren’.
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Means 'Show' has adopted
the reading of 'Shi'.

Means 'Thought' or 'Will' has
adopted the reading of 'I'.

Means 'To Compare' has
adopted the reading of 'Pi'.

Means 'To Exist' has adopted
the reading of 'Aru’'.

Means 'Mud' has adopted
the reading of 'Dei'.
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These two letters have common with
the letters of the Buddhist Mandala.
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Means 'Graceful' has adopted
the reading of 'Man'.

Means 'Bitter Herb' has
adopted the reading of 'Da’.

Means 'Way' or 'Path' has
adopted the reading of 'Ro’'.

Means 'Benefit' or 'Advantage’
has adopted the reading of 'Ri".

Means 'Hermitage
or 'Sanctuary' has
adopted the
reading of 'An’'.
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Means ‘Ingredient’ has adopted
the reading of 'Gu’'.

Means 'Wave' or 'Freedom’ has
adopted the reading of 'Ro".

Means 'Allegory’ has
adopted the reading of 'Guu’'.
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Generally read as 'Ka' or 'Hana'

| T_/ Generally read as 'Yami'

Generally read as 'Michi'
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Means 'Something Deep Inside’

has adopted the reading of 'Ou’'.

Generally read as 'Oku’

Means 'Necessity' or 'Core' and
has adopted the reading of 'Su’'.

It is also an abbreviation of the
character for 'Fight.'

Means ‘Ladle' has adopted
the reading of 'To'.
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Means 'Neat and Orderly' has adopted the reading of 'So’'.
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Possibly Takumi,
but unknown.
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often imbued with meaning.
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IFENETEN death, underworld, passion — Asajj Ventress
nobility, longevity — Mon Mothma

Peony luxury, wealth, feminine beauty — Rey & Kylo Ren, Leia
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longevity, elegance, autumn — Luke Skywalker

desolateness, changing seasons — Cassian Andor
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